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  The Guide Hut, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 07976378373
6th  September 2025
Dear Parents
We would like to welcome our new families and welcome back everyone else. We look forward to seeing you back at pre school from Monday 8th September.  We hope you had a fantastic Summer and we can’t wait to hear about all of your adventures.
The creative curriculum for this term will be centred on “Badger and the great storm” by Suzanne Chiew and Caroline Pedler and we will begin the half term with lots of animal fun, getting to know each other, name games and decorating our coat pegs. Other experiences will include making a bug hotel and bird feeders, a visit from the Hedgehog man,  exploring aeroplanes and discussing the different weathers. We will be sending home our little bears to have an adventure and sleepover with the children. 😊 You can find pictures of our weekly experiences on our closed Cottis Pre School Facebook page  - https://www.facebook.com/groups/426567567456717/
We ask parents to provide a piece of fruit, vegetable or a healthy snack each day.  The children love trying all types of fruit: raisins, pineapple, cucumber, melons, and berries being favourites. Milk and water are provided by preschool.  All children will require a named water bottle (containing only water) for every session.  As we have children with nut allergies, we ask that nut products are not brought into preschool (including peanut butter and hazelnut spread).  Parents are asked to provide lunches in a named lunch box. We have attached some Pack lunch ideas from First Steps Nutrition Trust to this email and our updated Safer eating policies. 
Your child has been allocated a key worker for the year.  The key worker is the member of staff who will be monitoring your child’s development and writing comments in the two-way communication book.  Each week there will be a prompt in the book for discussion with your child and there will be room for your comments or feedback. Please ensure that book bags are brought back to preschool at the start of the week.  The list of key workers is on the notice board by the book corner, please take a moment to look at this.
As we play outside every day, whatever the weather, please ensure that your child has weather appropriate clothing with them, including some wellies which can be left at preschool. They will also require a change of shoes for inside. It would be very helpful if all clothes, coats, wellies and bags are named.  
We will continue to collect children at the front door in the mornings. If you have any concerns, please email / speak to Sam. We welcome parents in to collect their children at pick up, and this is a great opportunity to talk to your child’s key worker. Drop off times can be very busy, so if you would like to pass information over you can email cottispreschool@gmail.com or message 07976378373 prior to drop off. 
Each day, two children will be asked to be Cottis “Happy Helpers” and will be responsible for counting the children in the morning, helping to prepare snacks for the group, risk assessing the garden, giving the warning claps before tidy up time and helping to choose the resources that will be available. Lookout for the “Happy Helper” stickers!
If your child is poorly and is unable to attend, please inform the pre school using  cottispreschool@gmail.com or 07976378373.
Many thanks

All at Cottis
	It is important for us to keep our records up to date, so please inform us of any changes in circumstances, phone numbers and / or addresses.
We are always striving to provide top quality childcare, so any suggestions / comments are always appreciated. 

	Please comment and return via preschool or email. 



